
OKLAHOMA CRIMINAL DEFENSE LAWYERS
ASSOCIATION BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I _ NAME AND STATUS

The name of this Organization shall be the Oklahoma Criminal Defense Lawyers
Association. It shall be a non-profit corporation organized under the laws of the
State of Oklahoma.

ARTICLE II_ PURPOSE

The purposes of the Association shall be: to protect and insure by rule of law
those individual rights guaranteed by the Oklahoma and Federal Constitution in
criminal cases; to resist any efforts to curtail these rights; to encourage
cooperation between lawyers engaged in the furtherance of these objectives
through educational programs and other assistance; and through this cooperation,
education and assistance to promote justice and common good. Provided,
however, that the Association shall restrict any lobbying activity to be solely
incidental to those hereinbefore expressed purposes.

ARTICLE III- MEMBERSHIP

Section l.) REGULAR MEMBERSHIP. (a) A member of the State Bar of
Oklahoma who is actively engaged in the defense of criminal cases is eligible for
membership in the Association. (b) A member of the State Bar of Oklahoma who
is regularly and solely employed in a prosecutorial or judicial office is ineligible
to beconre or remain a member of the Association.

Section 2) CHARTER MEMBERSHIP. The charter members of the
Association shall consist of those persons who, prior to December 31, 1976,
signified their intention to join the Association as charter members and whose
membership applications were subsequently approved by the Board of Directors.

Section 3.) SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP. A regular or charter member is
eligible for sustaining membership by the payment of such dues as are set for such
membership by the Board of Directors.

Section 4.) STUDENT MEMBERSHIP. A person who is regularly enrolled in a
school of law in this State is eligible for student membership in the Association

Section 5.) AFFILIATE MEMBERSHIP. Affrliate membership in the
Association shall be available to persons who are pursuing a career in a field
which contributes regularly to the defense of criminal cases and goals of the
Association.



Section 6.) APPLICA flON FOI{ MITMBERSHIP. (a) Application 1br rcgular,
student. or affiliatc membcrship shall be madc on a fbrm prescril'rcd by the Board
of  Di rectors.  Each appl icat ion fbr  regular  or  a f l l l ia te  ntembership must  be
endorsed by trvo (2) r 'ot ing. al l l l iate. or str.rdent rnembers of the Association, (b)
Al l  appl icat ions shal l  bc sub. jcct  to  approval  b1, thc Prcs idcnt  or  E,xccut ivc
Director acting for thc Board of Directors. (c) In the discrction of the Presidcnt,
acting lbr the Board o1'Directors. an attorney wlio does not meet the rcquisites of
Art icle II I .  Section I (a) nray bc achnitted as a regular nrenrbcr i1'he is otherwisc
quali f icd. Any such dccision of thc Board of Dircctors shall  bc f- inal and not
appealable to the general nrcnrbership.

Scct ion 7. )  VO' l ' lNG. Rcgular ' .  char tcr .  anc l  susta in ing nrenrbcrs are cnt i t led 1o
votc in any of thc Associations procecdings. I lonorarl, .  af l i l iate. and studcnt
nrembcrs are not entit lccl to votc.

Section 8.) RIIVOCATION OI" MIIMBF.RSIIIP. Mcnrbership. u,hcthcr regular.
chartcr. sustaining. honorarr '" al l l l iatc. or studcnt nray bc rcvokcd 1br car.rsc by
votc cal l ing lbr sLtch rcvocation b1, thrcc quartcrs r, 'otc clf  thc total nrcmbcrs of thc
Boarcl ol 'Dircctors al icr noticc ancl hcaring.

Al t ' t lCLE lV-  I r lNnNC' l ,S

Sect ion 1. )  ANNLJAI-  Dt . r l rS.  Annual  c lucs 1br  nrcnrbcrship nray rangc I i 'on i
$75.00 nriniutum to $250.00 nraxinrurt.t  in thc r,arious calcgorics ol 'nrcmbcrship as
tl ie I loard ol- Dircctors nra\ '  1lx fronr t inrc to t inrc. Al l  clucs shall  bc payablc
annually on t l-rc f irst clal 'ol-. lunc. Any rncnrbcr u'hose annual dues are more than
thrcc (3) nronths in arrears shall  ccasc tcl bc a nrenrber ol ' the'Association.

Sect ion 2. )  DUtrs  SCHEDTJLE.  Unt i l  modi l rcd bv the l loard of  Di rectors.  t l ie
clLrcs scheclLrlcs is a lbl lorrs:

( t )

(2)

( 3 )

(4)

( 5 )

Sr,rstaining Nlcnrber

I {cgu la r  Mcnrbcrsh ip  (Mcmbcr  o l '  thc
I lar lbr nrorc than thrcc ycars)

Regular Mcnrbership (Member o1'thc
Bar lbr thrcc vcars or lcss)

Afllliatc Mcmbcrship (AiIicd non-larv1'er)

Law Studcnt Mcmbcrship

$2-50.00 per year

$ 1 l -5 .00 pcr  ycar

$90.00 pcr year

$90.00 pcr year

$75.00 per  year



ARTICLE V- MEETINGS

Section l.) ANNUAL MEETING. The annual meeting of the Association shall
be held in conjunction with the State Bar Convention at the time and place affrxed
by the Board of Directors.

Section 2.) SPECIAL MEETINGS. Special meetings of the members of the
Association may be held, as the Board of Directors deems necessary.

Section 3.) NOTICE OF MEETINGS. (a) Notice of the annual meeting shall be
given to each member at least thirty (30) day in advance of the meeting. (b)
Written notice of a special meeting shall be mailed to each member at least ten
(10) days in advance of the meeting together with the proposed agenda for the
rneeting.

Section 4.) QUORUM. Those voting members present at any annual meeting or
the Association constitutes a quorum of the Association for the transaction of
business at such meetins.

ARTICLE VI_ BOARD OF DIRtrCTORS

Section l.) POWERS AND MEMBERSHIP. The business and affairs of this
Association shall be managed by the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors
shall consist of the elected Officers of the Association, the past President of the
Association, and the twelve (12) regular, charter, or sustaining members of the
Association. No director may be elected consecutively for more that two (2)
terms. This shall not prevent Offrcers who are directors by virtue of their office
fiom serving on the Board

Section 2.) REGULAR MEETINGS. The Board of Directors shall hold regular
quarterly meetings, at such time and place as designated by the President.

Section 3.) SPECIAL MEETINGS The Board of Directors shall hold such
special meetings as may be called by the President or upon written request by at
least eight (8) members of the Board of Directors.

Section 4.) NOTICE. The Association Secretary shall notify the Directors of
each regular and special meeting by notice given at least seven (7) days in
advance of the date of the meeting, along with a proposed agenda.

Section 5.) QUORUM. A quorum for the transaction of business is eight (8)
members of the Board of Directors,

Section 6.) ORGANIZATION. The President of the Association shall serve as
Chairman of the meetinss of the Board of Directors. In the absence of the



President, the President-Elect, or in his absence, First Vice-President. shall serve
as Chairman.

Section 7.) PROCEDURE. The Board of Directors may act at meetings or by
certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed to the Secretary of the
Association.

Section 8.) VACANCIES. A vacancy occurring in the Board of Directors caused
by the death, resignation, or removal of the person elected thereto may be filled
by appointment by the President, subject to confirmation by the Board of
Directors. Confirmation shall be secured at the option of the President either by a
majority vote of a quorum of the Directors, or by a poll of the Directors by mail.
In the latter event, the failure of any Director to send in his vote within ten (10)
days after the date the poll is placed in the mail to him shall be counted as a
confirmation.

Section 9.) REMOVAL. An elected officer or Director may be removed for
cause by a vote calling for such removal by three-quarters (3/4) vote of the
members of the Board of Directors, after notice and hearing. Cause for removal
includes failure to attend two (2) consecutive meetings of the Directors without
good cause.

ARTICLE VII_ OFFICERS

Section l.) OFFICERS. The Officers of the Association shall consist of a
President, a President-Elect, a vice-President, a Second vice-President, a
Secretary-Treasurer, and an Assistant Secretary-Treasurer.

Section 2 ) QUALIFICATIONS. All officers must be members in good standing
in the Association.

Section 3.) DUTIES oF THE PRESIDENT. The President is the Chief
Executive Officer of the Association and it is his responsibility to supervise and
coordinate the activities of the Association and to preside at it meetings.

Section 4.) DUTIES oF THE PRESIDENT-ELECT. (a) The President-Elect
shall assist the President in the performance of his duties and perform other such
duties as may be prescribed by the Board of Directors. In case of the absence of
the President he shall act as Chief Executive Officer of the Association. (b) In
case of the death of the President, the President-Elect shall become the President.

ARTICLE VIII- ELECTIONS

Section l.) ELECTIONS. (a) At each annual meeting of the Association the
membership shall elect offrcers and at least one-half (ll2) of the Board of
Directors to take office immediately after adjournment of the annual meeting.



The Officers are to serve (l) year or until their successors take office. The newly
elected Directors are to serve for two (2) years or until their successors take
office. (b) At the first annual meeting the officers and twelve (12) Directors shall
be elected. The Directors shall immediately determine by lot, six (6) members
whose term of office shall be limited to one (1) year. (c) ff the number of
Directors is increased, the new positions may be filled immediately. The terms of
at least one-half (ll2) the numbers of such new Directors shall be limited to one
(l) year. Those new Directors shall immediately determine by lot whose terms of
oflice among them shall be limited to one (l) year.

Section 2.) NOMINATING COMMITTEE. Prior to the annual meeting of the
Association, the President shall appoint a nominating committee. The Chairman
of the nominating committee shall be designated by the President. The
nominating committee shall make and report to the membership at or before the
annual meeting its nominations for the Officers and for the Directors.

Section 3.) NOMINATIONS. A voting member may nominate a qualified
member for an Officer or for Director from the floor

Section 4.) PROCEDURE. Elections shall be by majority vote of the voting
members and voting at each annual meeting. Upon demand by any member
present, the election shall be by secret ballot.

ARTICLE IX_ POLICItrS OF THE ASSOCIATION
AND POLLING OF THE MEMBERSHIP

Section l ) PRONOUNCEMENT OR DECLARATION OF POLICY. No
nrember of the Association shall officially make any pronouncement or
declaration on a question of policy until it has been authorized by the Board of
Directors except as provided in Section 2.

Section 2.) SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. When in the President's discretion,
he determines that it is necessary to make a pronouncement or declaration of
policy and the circumstances do no permit a meeting or poll of the Board of
Directors, he may make the pronouncement or declaration.

Section 3.) INAUGURATION OF POLL. The Board of Directors may on its
own motion, or shall upon presentment to the Board of a petition requesting such
action and signed by at least twenty (20) voting members, poll the membership of
the Association on any question.

Section 4.) POLLING PROCEDURE The Secretary shall take a poll of the
membership by mailing the inquiries necessary to obtain the information desired
and by canvassing the votes on the poll at least ten (10) but not more than
fourteen (14) days after the mailing of the inquiries.



Section 5.) LOBBYING POLICY. The policy of the Association relating to
lobbying activity is that no member, Officer or Director of the Association is
authorized to engage in any lobbying on behalf of the Association unless and
except first authorizedby the Board of Directors to lobby for or against a specific
legislative item for consideration or action by the Oklahoma Legislature, provided
that any so authorized lobbying activity is not inconsistent with Article II.

ARTICLE X_ COMMITTEES

Section l.) STANDING COMMITTEES. There shall be the following standing
committees:

(a) Membership
(b) Legislative
(c) Publications
(d) Amicus Curiae
(e) Public Relations
(f) Death Watch
(g) Long Range Planning

Section 2.) SPECIAL COMMITTEES. There shall be such special or study
committees as determined necessary by the President or the Board of Directors.

Section 3.) APPOINTMENTS The President shall appoint the membership of
each committee and designate the Chairman of each committee.

ARTICLE XI_ FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING

Section 1.) CASH BASIS. The bookkeeping records and financial records of the
Association shall  be kept on the Cash Basis.

Section 2.) FISCAL YEAR. The fiscal year of the Association shall begin on the
first day of May and end on the last day of April for a Fiscal Year Ended April 30,
unless a change to some other fiscal year end is first adopted by the Board of
Directors and approved by the Internal Revenue Service.

Section 3.) RECORDS. The keeping and maintaining of a financial records of
the Association, provided further, that the incumbent Treasurer shall be
responsible for transfer of custody of all financial records to successor Treasurer,
unless said transfer or custody of any particular record is directed otherwise by
the Board of Directors.

Section 4.) RETURN OF INCOME. Any required Information Return on behalf
of the Association to be filed with the Internal Revenue Service orthe Oklahoma
Tax Commission shall be prepared and filed on the Cash Basis.



Section 5.) coPIES oF REPORTS AND RETURNS. A copy of each Report
and/or Return prepared and/or filed regarding financial matters of the Association
shall be placed and kept as part of the financial records of the Association.

ARTICLE XII_ AMEMDMENT

These by-laws may be amended by a majority vote of the Directors present and
voting at any annual or special meeting of the Directors of the Association.


